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PASS USDA/FAS/LACIE/FCA 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, UR, US 
SUBJECT: HICKMAN TRAVEL 

REE: STATE 101489 

1. EXCELLENT TO HAVE LACIE EXPERT VISIT SU THIS SUMMER. 
PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO HAVE JIM HICKMAN HELP. 

2. UNABLE INDICATE THIS EARLY PRECISELY WHEN WE NEED HIM 
DUE NEED TO SCHEDULE TRAVEL AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE TO MATU- 
RATION OF CROPS. LOOKS LIKE JUNE 20 WOULD BE EARLIEST,BUT 
PROBABLY LITTLE LATER. 

3. FCA-GRAIN/SECRETARIAT MAY ALSO WANT TO TIME AGATT OFEICE 
TRAVEL AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE TO WINTER GRAIN TEAM ITINERARY. 
IN OUR OPINION, HOWEVER, THIS IS NOT TOO VITAL. 

4. HICKMAN'S VISIT TO INTENSIVE SITES IN US CONSIDERED A 
GOOD IDEA. FIRST TEST OF LACIE GROUND-TRUTH RE- 
PORTING SYSTEM EOR "DRIVE-BY' DESCRIPTIONS WAS FOUND 
MORE UNSATISFACTORY FROM BOTH QUANTITATIVE 

AND QUALITATIVE STANDPOINT THAN PREVIOUS 
SYSTEM USED IN PAST YEARS. AIRCOM FOLLOWS WITH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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RECOMMENDED CHANGES. 

5. SUGGEST VISA REQUEST FOR HICKMAN BE SUBMITTED FOR 
ETA MOSCOW ON/ABOUT JUNE 20, AND ETD JULY 3. ACTUAL 
ETA DATE CAN BE DETERMINED LATER. 
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